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BRISBANE WATER (NSW) LEGACY CLUB 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 

SEPTEMBER 2023  
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

SEPTEMBER  2023 

Tuesday 19 Sept  12noon Members Monthly Meeting in conjunction with the 72nd 
Annual General Meeting.   
Legacy Hall, Point Frederick, 12 noon 
Menu: Mixed sandwiches, hot savouries followed by a 
cake and fruit platter. (self serve)   
RSVP: If you wish to attend, please RSVP to the Legacy 
office no later than Friday 15 Sept to:  
E: legacy@bwlegacy.com.au  
T: 4323 4977  
*Please include any dietary requirements. 

Tuesday 29 Sept 10am Pensions Committee Meeting 

 

 

OCTOBER 2023  

Monday 2 Oct ALL DAY Legacy Office closed.  

Tuesday 3 Oct  10am Advocacy Committee Meeting  

Tues 10 Oct 10am FIRM meeting followed by the Board of Directors 
Meeting – Boardroom (will include a light lunch)  

Tuesday 17 Oct   12noon Members Monthly Meeting.   
Legacy Hall, Point Frederick, 12 noon 
Menu: Chicken portions, various salads with bread rolls 
followed by fruit salad (self serve).   
RSVP: If you wish to attend, please RSVP to the Legacy 
office no later than Friday 13 Oct to:  
E: legacy@bwlegacy.com.au  
T: 4323 4977  
*Please include any dietary requirements. 

Tuesday 24 Oct 10am Pensions Committee Meeting 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT  

 
Preparations for the Legacy Conference and AGM 
On 8 August, a working group comprising Legatees Jenni Bourchier, Elizabeth Ward, Peter Tobin 
and I met to prepare draft position statements on several topics that will be considered at the 
2023 Legacy Conference in October. The working group draft responses will be reviewed at the 
September Board meeting, after which they and other conference and AGM related matters will 
be referred to the September Members Meeting for review and approval.  
 
Vietnam Veterans Commemoration 
While many of our members were in Canberra for events commemorating the 50th anniversary of 
the proclamation of the end to Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war, I represented our Club 
at the commemoration held at Ettalong on 20 August 2023. During the service I laid a wreath on 
behalf the club. It was an excellent service, which was also attended by several other Legatees 
including Richard and Pam Gray, Wayne Jennings and Anne Taylor. 
 
Financial Statements 
The Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2023 were reviewed and accepted by the 
Board on 22 August 2023. The Club remains financially strong especially as FY 2023 saw markets 
continue to recover which resulted in improved yields and our investment income returned to 
levels not seen since 2019. Likewise, our other major income stream, the Chapman Trust, 
returned to its previous contribution levels. We also received several donations and bequests 
during the year. 
 
Village Redevelopment Update 
The Village Redevelopment Project continues but given the combination of continuing escalations 
in build costs and disappointing responses to our request for expressions of interest for the sale 
of Lot 2 of the Village the Board are now considering the way ahead. We will advise members of 
the options open to the Club in due course. Regardless of the outcome of those deliberations, 
members should note that the ability to provide emergency and affordable housing for 
Beneficiaries in need will remain a core objective and capability of our Club. 
 
Vale Sharon Groom 
Sadly, Sharon Groom, one of our wonderful long standing staff members, passed away on 25 
August 2023. Her funeral service, which was held at Green Point on 1 September, was well 
attended by her family, friends, colleagues and also many of our Legatees. 
 
Legatee Patrick Gallagher   
President 
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ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 

1. Minutes of meeting held 5 September 2023.  
2. Report:  

A. VALE LIST 

ABRAHAMS, Beatrice – Umina  MENKE, Neeltje – Davistown 

BEAL, Betty – Erina  ROBINS, Hazel – Ettalong 

BEARD, Valerie – Wyoming  TEMPLETON, Joyce – Lisarow  

EDWARDS, Joan – Norah Head  TOWN, Valma – Tuggerah 

JACKSON, Marion – West Gosford  TYSON, Aileen – Woongarrah 

JENKINS, Muriel – Woongarrah WATSON, Olga – Erina 

KELLY, Iris - Budgewoi WEIR, Katherine – Erina 

MACKIE, Lynne – Wyoming  YOUNG, Leonie – Bateau Bay  

MCLACHLAN, Lasminah – Toowoon Bay   

 
B.  REPORTS 

 
a. Pension Sub Committee Report: 

i) Legatee Smith Report: 
 

AUGUST 2023  
New Claims  

Claims Under Investigations  3 

Freedom of Information Received (DVA / Dept Defence) 1 

Claims Lodged  3 

Claims Accepted  3 

Appeal / Reconsideration Accepted 1 

Appeal / Reconsideration Rejected  1 

Cases Closed  1 

Cases Ongoing from Previous Months 

Submitted Claims Awaiting DVA Decision  5 

Appeals/Reconsiderations Awaiting VRB (Appeal) 
Decision  

3 

Appeals Awaiting AAT Decision  1 

Ongoing Claims Under Investigations  7 

Previously Enrolled Widows (Internal File Review) 

These statistics are included in the report above where 
appropriate 

8 

 
 

ii) National Advocacy Forum 
The National Advocacy Forum was held in Canberra on the 10th & 11th August 2023. Legatees 
Bouchier, Taylor and Smith attended. The forum was very well attended and was informative 
and provided an excellent platform for discussion. 

Speakers were: 

• Ms Alison Frame - Secretary DVA. Speaking about the DVA Environment and ongoing 
DVA projects. 

• Legatee Gavin Briggs Chairman LA inc. Advocacy Committee, discussed National 
Advocacy Matters 

• Ms Jane Anderson, Principal Member Veterans Review Board (VRB) & Ms Katrina Harry 
National Registrar, Veterans Review Board.  
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Discussed the history of the VRB; the success of the Alternate Dispute Resolution process; 
Online Dispute Resolution process; Annual report and managing not to have a backlog of 
cases at the end of the financial year.  

• Ms Gwen Chern - Veteran Family Advocate Repatriation  
Explained her role and her ongoing Action Plan, requesting input into the action plan from 
the advocates. 

• Professor Terry Campbell Chairman Repatriation Medical Authority & Dr Edwin Nicoll 
Principal Medical Officer, Repatriation Medical Authority (RMA) 
Discussed their products - Statement of Principles; their ongoing work; the history of RMA 

• Ms Clair Vernon - Acting Assistant Secretary Operations, Royal Commission and Veterans 
Suicide  

• Discussed where the commission is up to at the present time; Submissions Hearing Blocks 
& Private sessions; the principals around keeping the participants safe from trauma; what 
they have heard and learned and the need for a permanent entity to oversee the 
implementation of the recommendations; What is still to come - submissions close on the 
13th October.  

• Mr Matt Granger - CEO Perth Legacy Western Australia & Ms Cherylee Williams 
Community Services Manager Legacy Club of South Australia & Broken Hill 

• Discussed Legacy’s role in supporting families associated with incarcerated Veterans. 

• Mr Brendan Cox CEO Legacy Club Brisbane –  

• Presented their Family Assist Program Review - A Model. 

• Mr Brendan Cox, Ms Annabelle Wilson & Shawn Bergquist  

• Lead a panel discussion and questions from the floor on support of veterans’ families. 

• Legatee Kenny Egan - Member Steering Committee Bendigo Club Committee 

• Presented a draft paper on Service Delivery Standards 2023.  

• Discussing the how when and why the standard is important and how it works in a group 
of Victorian clubs where clubs remain autonomous but work together as one entity. This 
paper will be also presented at the Legacy National conference. 

• Legatee John Mcinerney Chair National Advocacy Working Group 

• Discussed the National Advocacy Working Group Projects; among those - War Widow 
Pension erosion; Policy Submission will be reintroduced this year; Legacy Induction 
Program; Establishment of guidelines related to families of Veterans who gave their 
Health; Domestic Violence & Elder Abuse 

• Mr Shawn Bergquist - Legacy Aged Care Advisor 

• Discussed the need and how Legacy can be more involved with the organisations involving 
older people ie. The Council of elders; Nation Aged Care Alliance and others. Shawn is a 
member of some of these and the human right committee. 

• Legatee Gavin Briggs – Lead an Open Forum / Discussion with questions and comments 
coming from the floor. 

 
C. STATISTICS 

Widow Statistics 

Previous Month New enrol T/In T/Out Deaths TOTAL 

899 Mar-22 2 0 2 11 888 

888 Apr-22 4 1 3 30 860 

860 May-22 4 1 1 15 849 

849 June -22 0 1 1 6 843 

843 Jul - 22 1 1 1 19 825 

825 Aug – 22 1 6 2 28 802 

802 Sep – 22 3 3 2 10 796 

796 Oct – 22 1 0 0 10 787 

787 Nov - 22 1 0 2 11 775 
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775 Dec – 22 5 1 2 12 767 

767 Feb - 23 4 2 2 13 758 

758 Mar – 23 5 3 2 11 753 

753 Apr-23 1 4 1 8 749 

749 May-23 1 1 1 7 743 

743 Jul-23 0 4 5 22 720 

720 Aug-23 0 1 1 5 715 

715 Sept-23 4 2 2 17 702 

 
 
Legatee Michael Hickey  
Chairman 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP  

1. 2023/2024 Committee Composition.  L/Bourchier outlined proposed committees, with further 
review and inclusion in Members handbook for distribution after AGM. 

2. L/Rex Ward has advised he won’t be continuing as a member of the Board of Directors.  The 
President thanked Rex for his contributions.  

 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE  

1.  Meeting re: promotions of Scholarships program.  

 

GENERAL BUSINESS  

I. Legacy Australia AGM. 
Details as included in Notice of AGM 

 
i. Appointment of Brisbane Water (NSW) Legacy Delegate. 

L/Patrick Gallagher appointed as delegate for this Club, and to vote in accordance with Director’s 
recommendations.  
In the event of an additional or change to a motion, L/Gallagher and L/Lowry to determine and vote 
in best interests of this Club. 

 
Moved: L/AJ Morton  Second: L/IM Kent    CARRIED 

 

 

 

100th SOUVENIR EDITION - CHATTERBOX 

 
If you wish to submit an article for our 100th Souvenir Edition of Chatterbox the deadline is 
Monday 30th of October 2023. 
 
You can email your contribution to maree.brown@bwlegacy.com.au or leave it at the office at 
your earliest convenience, but no later than the 30th of October. 
 
Legatee David Ferry  
Editor  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE 
 
Annual General Meeting: A formal Notice of Annual General Meeting was sent to all Legatees on 
23 August 2023. The AGM will be held in conjunction with the September Members Monthly 
Meeting on Tuesday 19 September 2023.  
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Happy Birthday to our Legatees who celebrate their  

birthday in October   

 

Legatees Ray Brailey, Mark Gattenhof, Tony Lord,  
Peter Tobin and Elizabeth Ward  

 

 
BRISBANE WATER (NSW) LEGACY CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Postal:      Street Address: 
PO Box 4252     Legacy Village 51-57 Masons Parade 
EAST GOSFORD NSW 2250   POINT FREDERICK NSW 2250 
 
Phone:   02 4323 4977    
Fax:  02 4323 4458   
Free Call: 1800 LEGACY (1800 534 229)  
Email:  legacy@bwlegacy.com.au   
Web:   www.legacy.com.au/brisbanewater 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday  

8:30am to 1:00pm (office closed at 1pm however staff are onsite)                                 
2:00pm to 4:00pm  
 
 
 
 

http://www.legacy.com.au/brisbanewater
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BUS TRIPS 
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